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Coordinatorsô Report 
 
It has been an exciting and busy few months at the 
Understorey Network office. Aurora Energy put out 
a request for environmental sponsorship project 
ideas and chose the Understorey Networkôs Grow 
Wild proposal as the finalist. Grow Wild will be an 
innovative three year partnership between the 
Understorey Network, Aurora and the Tasmanian 
community. It is designed to protect, preserve, 
promote and rehabilitate Tasmaniaôs native 
vegetation, focussing on biodiverse native 
plantings compatible with power lines as well as 
revegetation using understorey species. 
 
The Understorey Network grew over 3000 plants 
as part of the Victoria Bushfire Recovery Program 
and the 2009 Spring Growers Scheme. The plants 
were picked up in May. Big thanks to all members 
who grew for this and other projects and for 
yourselves! Growers have been sending in their 
feedback forms providing us with valuable 
information about germination rates and seed 
treatment techniques. 
 
We are gearing up for the 2010 Spring Growers 
Scheme, cleaning last seasons seed at our regular 
seed saving workshops, held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month between 10am ï 1pm 
at the Hobart Office, 148 Elizabeth Street. Come 
along and have a cup of tea and sort a few seeds if 
you can. 
 
Oliver has been all over the state, from Flinders 
Island to South Arm, running plant propagation 
workshops. With this seasons workshops wrapping 
up, the focus is on keeping projects ticking over 
and starting new ones ï including a germination 
trial for Eucalyptus viminalis on Bruny Islandðvital 
for the 40 spotted pardalote habitat. 
 
Members in the North and North West of the state 
have requested more events in these parts of 
Tasmania and planning is underway to organise 
some activities in the coming months. 
 
Included in this Newsletter is the annual memberôs 
subscription form and the registration form for the 
2010 Growersô Scheme. Please fill them in and get 
them back to us as soon as you can.  
 

Natalie Holman and Oliver Strutt  

...............promoting, preserving, protecting and rehabilitating native vegetation  



 

 

  

 

On Sunday 16th May 2010 the Understorey 
Network invited members of the public to join 
them on a Walk and Talk at the South Sister, St 
Marys, with Ashley Mason a local horticulturalist 
and member of the Save our Sister group leading 
the activity! Funding for the Walk and Talk had 
been obtained through the NRM North Caring For 
Country small grant program under the auspices 
of the Understorey Network.  
 
On a very cold and misty Sunday morning about 
26 people gathered outside the St Marys Town 
Hall at 9am to jump aboard the Yo-Yo bus, driven 
by Larry, for the trip up to the Sister. On climbing 
the road towards the South Sister the mist 
cleared and the Yo-Yo bus and a couple of tag 
along cars popped out into a glorious sunny 
morning where the South Sister stood beckoning 
to the group.  
 
The walk started with a brief introduction by 
Ashley Mason who described the area as one 
which contained a unique biodiversity which 
included healthy pockets of both Wet and Dry 
Sclerophyll Forest and also Temperate Rainforest 
including sub-alpine plants around the 832m 
summit. The area is rich in natural history, with 

flora and fauna dating back to ancient times 
including the threatened Velvet Worm.  
 
Ashley took us along a gradually climbing bush 
track and we stopped at various intervals to 
discuss the changing landscapes around us and 
the way in which the bush is regenerating 
following the 2007 bushfires. Plants of interest 
were pointed out and many questions were asked 
by group members. Morning tea was catered by 
the Happy Belly Deli and provided a welcome 
break in the sunshine for all the group to discuss 
how they were enjoying the walk and what to 
expect as we approached the summit.  
 
A search was made for the Velvet Worm in what 
looked to be a likely spot but sadly on this day we 
did not find even one! As we returned along the 
track to the road, some members chose to walk 
back down to the Yo-Yo bus whilst others 
decided to climb to the summit. Those who had 
never climbed the South Sister before were 
astounded by the natural beauty of the summit 
area and the wonderful views from the lookout 
tower. They say you can see the islands on a 
good day, and this REALLY was a good day, 
crystal clear blue skies and fantastic visibility.  

SOUTH SISTER WALK  
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