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Coordinatorsd Report

Since commencing work as coordinators in February
we have jumped in at the deep end. With two major

projects (KidsCare for Tasmani ads

Island Biodiversity on Farms), contracts with Cradle
Coast Natural Resources Management (NRM) and NRM
South, workshops to deliver, and funding rounds to
submit applications for, it has been rather busy. We
look forward to settling into our roles, streamlining
procedures, doing some strategic planning, and getting
out and about to meet more Understorey Network mem-
bers.

The summer has been fairly fruitful for seed collection,

having had workshops in Kettering, Oyster Cove,
Clifton Beach, Mornington, Mortimer Bay, Primrose
Sands and Hobart we took the opportunity of collecting

seeds while travelling around. It is not too late to con-

tinue collecting a few species. If you are out and about
please gather some seed, and send them in, especially
if you are in the North or North  -West.

It is nearing the time of year for propagation work-
shops, with several planned around the State. Work-
shops in schools provide classes on growing plants
either for the school grounds or for local revegetation
projects. The Bruny Island project will also involve
propagation workshops, with participants growing
plants for farms on the Island with the aim of balancing
productivity with biodiversity conservation.

The Tolosa Community Nursery continues to be de-
velop. Thanks to a grant from the Department of Health
and Human Services Community Support Levy, Glenor-
chy City Council and Aurora Energy, power has now
been connected. We are planning to increase the out-
put of plants grown at the nursery for projects, promot-
ing opportunities for volunteers to get involved and
using it more as a training facility. We aim to a continue
to develop the facilities and display garden.

Being new coordinators, we have a lot to learn and we
are open to any ideas or suggestions about how the
organisation should operate and how we can better
support members. Please do not hesitate to get in
touch.

We believe it will be a great year for the Understorey
Network with new ideas and energy, and plenty of op-
portunities to promote, preserve, protect and rehabili-
tate native vegetation across Tasmania.

Oliver Strutt and Natalie Holman
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WELCOME

The Understorey Network would like to welcome our new job sharing coordinators, Oliver Strutt
and Natalie Holman.

Many of you would know that Oliver has worked with the USN as a Project Officer, but we wel-
come him in the new role as coordinator ~ with Natalie.

Since graduating from the UTAS with a Bachelor of Natural Environment and Wilderness Stud-
ies degree and a Graduate Certificate in Environmental Studies, Oliver has worked with the Tas-
manian Land and Water Professionals and with the Southern Coastcare Association of Tasma-
nia (SCAT). He also volunteers for Wildcare. Oliver enjoys bushwalking, gardening and wood-
working. His jewellery toured with the Art from the Understorey exhibition during 2009 and will
be on show at the final exhibition at the Wilderness Society Shop and Galleria from April 1

We would also like to welcome Natalie as a coordinator of the USN. Natalie has a Bachelor of
Science and a Graduate Diploma in Environmental Studies from UTAS. She has previously
worked in natural resource management in Tasmania with a variety of Government organisa-
tions, community groups and individuals as a consultant, Landcare Officer, Landcare coordina-
tor and project manager. Natalie enjoys gardening, bushwalking, botanising, camping, fishing,
swimming, cooking, snorkeling, reading and parenting.

On behalf of all USN members we hope that you both have an enjoyable time working for the
USN and that many members will get to work and learn from you during your time with us.

Anne Griffiths
PRESIDENT
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