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Coordinators News

October and November are the busy months in the
office and outdoors. This is the month for events, with
the Sustainable Living Expo display and depot day
where growers collect their growing materials from
various places around the state. Thankyou to those
volunteers who help out every year in hosting and
running depot day – it is a huge effort from everyone,
to get the potting mix, tubes and seeds distributed to
growers around the state, and your efforts are very
much appreciated.

It should be a good growing season this year, with no
extra watering required at present with all the rain we
are receiving.

I am running a series of workshops in schools for the
Kids Care project plus the Derwent Estuary Penguin
project. A recent workshop at St Helens District School
was very successful with Conservation Volunteer
Australia team members from all over the world
assisting students to grow seeds of bush tucker plants
for the school garden. Participants adjourned for a
bush tucker dinner of local oysters after an enjoyable
cultural exchange with the local children.

Oliver Strutt is again assisting with field days and the
Caring for our Country project ‘Linking Farm
Biodiversity and Management’. Workshops are now a
substantial contribution to our income base, and
consequently the work schedule is becoming quite
busy.

The Community native nursery at Tolosa Street is in
need of more volunteers to assist with propagating
seeds and general maintenance – if you are available
to help, please let me know. (Email is best at present
as I may be out of the office running workshops).

Happy Planting!

Ruth

UnderStories
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President’s Report

In the world-wide scheme of things the Understorey
Network is rather miniscule, as are other organisations
such as ours. But it is groups like these that can
change the way individuals think and behave, and so
ultimately can influence the way governments act. We
therefore as a whole have tremendous power. For me,
on a personal level, membership of the USN, with its
workshops, field days and participation in the Growers’
Scheme, has strengthened my appreciation of the
beauty and importance of our Tasmanian bush. The
downside is the increased number of obsessions I now
have…identification of plants, collection of seed,
landscaping with Tasmanian natives…the list goes on.
I’m sure I’m not the only person affected in this way.

Perhaps above all the best spin-off is meeting and
working with so many like-minded people; dedication
and perseverance are qualities needed to fight for the
preservation of the environment of our beautiful state.
The small but continual wins of organisations like the
USN give me hope that in the long run we will be
successful.

I hope you feel the same. If you don’t, please let us
know how we can do things better?

I would like to welcome Martin O’Bryan , who was
elected to the Understorey Network Committee at our
recent AGM. I hope you ………

Meanwhile for those of you who are growing plants this
year I hope that all goes well. Please remember to
keep track of your successes and failures and send in
your completed “Growers’ Chart” so that we can
update our records.

Annie Griffiths
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Susan Friend, Mary Jolly, Christine Bateman and Annie
Griffiths loaded 17….. tubes into the container at the RTBG
for sterilising, prior to Depot Day.

And they had time to count them!!!

Flourish
Seeds bring the hope of new life

The Flourish Project was initiated and funded by the
Bushfire Recovery Program with support from the
Break O’Day Council, NRM north and the Understorey
Network.

The aim of Flourish was to engage school students in
a practical project to assist the community in the
recovery process after the devastating 2006 Bushfires.

Students from Fingal, St Mary’s and St Helen’s schools
attended excursions, where local seed was collected
and the importance of collecting local providence seed
highlighted. The students then spent a session sorting
and cleaning the seed for storage.

In Spring 08 the students set about propagating the
seeds. This involved pre-treatment of some species
such as soaking acacia species in boiling water.
The species included; Acacia melanoxlyn (Blackwood),
Leptospermum scorparium (tea-tree), Diplarrena
moraea (Flag Iris), Eucalyptus globulus (Bluegum),
Poa labillardierei (Silver tussock grass) and Kunzea
ambigua (Tick bush).

In total the students from the three schools
successfully sowed approximately 1500 seedlings. The
students then committed to ensuring they were well
watered and cared for in preparation for planting in
winter 2009. Each school is now in the process of
giving away their beautifully grown plants to
landholders affected by the fires. This has included
each school visiting a landholder and individually
planting out species as a gift of recovery.

St Helen’s
School

students assist
landholder

Valerie Legge
plant Poa

on her
Scamander

property.

Fingal
Primary
School
students
assist Peter
Power plant
natives at
his
Rainbow
Retreat
property.
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New methods for planting trees
in tree decline areas!

By Anna Povey

We have watched despairingly the decline and loss of
trees in the Midlands and other areas of Tasmania for
many years now. Despite the efforts of landcare
groups and individuals, the areas affected seem to be
increasing, with the Tamar region also suffering “tree
decline” more and more. Even more worryingly, there
seems to be poor seedling recruitment in many places
as well as the decline in mature trees.

However people are trying to improve things; by
fencing off bush, removing stock and planting tree and
understorey seedlings. But the plantings are not
always successful, as difficult conditions lead to death
of many seedlings.

Two separate groups – Rowella Landcare Group (with
the assistance of the CRC for Forestry, University of
Tasmania and consultant Scott Livingston) and
Launceston City Council (with leadership from arborist
Gordon Paul) - have tried some novel ways of
improving the seedling success (and hopefully
ultimately reversing the tree decline), with some
fantastic initial results.
This newsletter we will look at Rowella’s trees.
Launceston next issue…

Trees grow near logs!

Rowella Landcare Group Eucalypt Regeneration
Project

The most notable success in Rowella Landcare
Group’s project was using log heaps and burning.
Where previous plantings into a declining remnant had
been unsuccessful, this method resulted in outstanding
establishment, rapid growth, healthiness of plants and
control of competition from weeds.

Log heaps were constructed and then burnt – a hot fire
was needed to really scorch the site. Then more logs
were placed around three sides of the burnt area in a
sort of corral. Plants were planted into this ashbed
after autumn rains and guarded with plastic guards.

Of course the remnant had already been fenced from
stock, as this is essential for good regeneration.
Previous plantings had been done the conventional
way, with good weed control, planting and guarding
techniques, but most had failed. This new method
stands out for its success in a very dry period.

Mike McCausland, of Rowella Landcare Group,
believes the method has worked because of the
removal of weed competition, the microclimate
provided by the logs, and the water directing provided
by the burnt soil crust (which meant most rainfall was
directed towards the plants).

This trial was built on research done by Tanya Bailey
of University of Tasmania, who found that most
eucalypt seedlings in natural dry forest could be found
near logs, stumps or fallen branches, and most were in
ashbeds. Neil Davidson of the CRC for Sustainable
Production Forestry has done a lot of work on best
planting techniques for the Midlands and other areas
(with other useful findings, like the benefits of diligent
weed control and planting on the lee side of mounds).
Scott Livingston co-ordinated the project and provided
detailed plans.

For more information on this trial, contact
Mike McCausland mmccausl@yahoo.com
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