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Coordinators News

Its that time of year again – the Spring Growers
Scheme for 2009 is now open! The registration
forms are enclosed in this newsletter, so fill them out
and get them back in as soon as possible please.

This year, you may like to grow for the Bushfire
recovery appeal for Victorian landcare groups. I
have contacted the landcare coordinator in the
Murrindindi Shire (including the townships of Strath
Creek, Flowerdale, and Kinglake) and offered
assistance through the Growers Scheme. This has
been gratefully accepted, although we have yet to
work out the transport of the plants across Bass
Strait to Yea, the drop off depot in autumn next year.
Any suggestions or offers of assistance are most
welcome. A local Victorian seedbank has kindly
offered to donate seeds for Tassie growers.

Onto funding issues – both of the projects submitted
to the Federal Government’s Caring for our Country
funding round have been successful. One project is
titled ‘Kids Care for Tasmanian Coasts’ – and will
connect schools with a local coastcare group to work
together. The other project is titled ‘Linking Farm
Management and Biodiversity’ and will assist
properties on Bruny Island to plan and implement a
strategy for combining primary production with
biodiversity benefits. This project is in partnerships
with several other organisations, including
Conservation Volunteers Australia and Natural
Resource Planning.

We are aiming to increase our income to support the
core administrative duties and office with user-pays
workshops, seed sales and membership fees.

I hope you enjoy this edition of Understories, please
feel free to offer any feedback, Regards Ruth.

UnderStories
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Beyond Buttongrass
The following is an abridged version of an article
written by Wren Fraser Cameron. It is inspired by
the art of Deborah Wace, as featured in our
travelling exhibition.

Deborah Wace’s art is a
continuation of a tradition of
botanical dried flower displays
and illustration which evolved
from the flora collections of the
exploring naturalists of the late
18th and early 19th century.

The Enlightenment saw the science of botany
flourish with vast collections of plant material
returning to Europe from the new world to be placed
in herbaria and studied and classified under the
Linnaean system. Linnaeus created order in the
study of natural history with his system of
classification. An Herbarium comprises a collection
of pressed plants between large sheets of paper
and serve as a botanist's link to information about
individual plants, specific plant communities, and
the botanical history of a given area.

The procedure of pressing and drying specimens for
storage has been an amazingly successful one in
terms of preservation of detail and specimen
longevity, and the plants so preserved provide a
concrete basis for past, present and future studies.
In its more than four-hundred-year history the
herbarium has become an institution. It represents a
source of primary information about explorations
and observations of the earth's vegetation and
documents the results of much of the past inquiry
into the nature and relationships of plants.

Bringing plant collections home from long sea
voyages was fraught with danger, disaster, loss and
intrigue. In his 1986 book on Joseph Bank’s travels
in the South Seas “The Flowering of the Pacific”,
Brian Adams eloquently elaborates that on the first
voyage of James Cook, the young gentleman
naturalist Banks pressed his plant specimens
between sheets of Addison’s commentary on
Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’ a job lot of paper acquired
from a London printer whilst the botanist Solander a
pupil of Linnaeaus, undertook the written
classification and type locality on the sketches
created from the live specimens by Sydney
Parkinson.

Message from the President

First I’d like to thank, very much, all those of you
who contributed so generously in response to my
letter of appeal. I must tell you that that letter was
not written without a lot of soul-searching, but we
felt it was necessary. However your response was
overwhelming. It is heartening to know that so
many of you obviously believe in what we are
doing, and have confidence in the future of the
USN. Thank you.

As some of you may know already we found out
last week that the USN has been successful in
obtaining funding from Caring for our Country for
two projects. It is a wonderful outcome for us and
all credit must go to Ruth who submitted such
excellent applications. One of these projects is
shared with five other organisations, so we are
fulfilling the required partnerships that the
Government wants!

Please don’t think that because of our success that
your donations have been unnecessary. The way
funding is distributed means that we receive the
money in stages over a twelve month period, and it
must be shared with our partners as stated in the
applications. Back-up finance is therefore
absolutely necessary to bridge the gaps between
grant allocations.

Meanwhile we are working hard to secure some
on-going core funding for largely volunteer
organisations such as ours to enable us to
continue to have competent administration, with an
office, so that the thousands of volunteer hours are
used effectively. While workshops and field days
are also a good source of revenue for us we have
decided reluctantly to increase charges for
membership and the growers’ scheme. These
measures will help us to become more self-
sustaining and less reliant on grants. I hope that
you will agree that the benefits of membership
outweigh the extra costs.

So now we can anticipate another wonderful
growing season. I hope most of your plants from
last year are safely in the ground just waiting for
some warm weather to really take off, and that you
are looking forward to growing again this spring.

Anne Griffiths
Understorey Network Committee President






