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Message from the President
President’s report (edited) presented to
the Annual General Meeting of the
Understorey Network 30th August 2008

The year up to the end of June this year has been a
year of expanding horizons. Massive ‘growings’ of
tube stock in back-yards, workshops and field days,
as well as our nursery at Glenorchy increasing in its
usefulness and relevance both to the USN and to the
wider population, are testament to the varied
activities that we can offer to our members and the
community at large.

However this year (2008-2009) things are rather
different. With the change in Federal Government
came a change in the ways of funding environmental
and community groups. The Liberal Party’s “Natural
Heritage Trust” funding ended on 30th June this year
and the Labour Party’s “Caring for Our Country” do
not kick in till 1st July 2009. There is some interim
funding through a scheme called “Open Grants” for
large projects. Ruth, in partnership with other
organisations, has put in an excellent application and
we are hopeful of getting funding to take us through
till the end of the financial year. We won’t know until
October or possibly later. So bearing in mind that in-
coming funds are not guaranteed we have drawn up
a budget that will enable us to keep our co-ordinator
and office till June 2009, but severe cuts have had to
be made.
away.

Our volunteers are many and varied. Eighty seven of
our members were growers last year. All those
plants grown in backyards for revegetation projects
across the state - that is amazing. Others helped at
the many functions held across the state such as the
Sustainable Housing Expo, the Tread Lightly day at
the Botanical Gardens, and numerous smaller days
held by schools, Landcare groups etc. Special
mention must be made of others, such as De
Deegan, who works in the office entering all the
membership details, Susan Friend who helps
Amanda regularly at the nursery, Anna Povey who
organises the Northern depot day and above all
Martin Luther who, for more than 2 years now, has
been regularly coming into the office to clean, sort,
pack and label the enormous amounts of seed that
we need for our Growers’ Scheme. We could not
possibly function without all this ongoing volunteer
support.

I want to thank you, our members, who continue to
support and believe in the USN. Our members are
our first priority, without you the organization would
not exist. Some have been members since our
inception 14 years ago. I hope you continue to value
your membership of the USN, let us know if in any
way you feel we could do better and keep growing
those little plants that can help solve our climate
change problem.
Anne Griffiths President

Propagation Table

Orders are now being taken for this very lightweight
propagation table made from treated pine and mesh,
with irrigation sprayers attached. It will easily
accommodate five polystyrene boxes filled with
tubes. It would be a neat addition to the suburban or
rural backyard and could be easily moved to another
part of the garden should the need arise.

Cost: $160.00

To order please contact Ruth in the office.

Green Corps Team
The USN would like to extend a warm welcome to the
Green Corp team who have started their six months
with the Life without Barriers and the Understorey
Network partnership based at the Tolosa Community
Garden and Native Plant Nursery. The team, with
their leader Mel, have already been involved in
extending the path at the Tolosa Community Garden,
propagation, re- planting the garden at the YMCA
and planting out numerous plants on a steep bank at
the Glenorchy Quarry. We hope you have a
successful six months with our organisations.

The team was very helpful in setting up a display at
the Australian Plant Society Wildflower Spectacular
at the city hall in Hobart. The display promoted the
new Gardens for Wildlife scheme, the recently
published Australian Plant Society ‘Grow Local’
booklet, the Threatened plants of Tasmania group
and of course the Understorey Network.
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The Power of Pollination
Part 1 By Phil Watson

Introduction

Tasmania is the home of a diverse array of flora and
fauna assemblages. The plants range from the
diminutive, pygmy sundews to the delicate terrestrial
orchids to the kaleidoscope of colourful heaths,
native irises, lilies and bush peas to the robust and
floriferous daisy bushes and the towering eucalypts
and myrtles. The perpetuation of each of these floral
species is a consequence of their flowers attracting
suitable pollinating fauna. Their curious floral
structures, charming colours and scents have
evolved over millenniums of generational change to
make them irresistible to their pollinators.
Deciphering the role these stunning flowers play in
their mating game to lure the desired pollinator
generates a new level of interest, beyond just their
visual attractiveness. This article continues to explore
the many powerful relationships plants have
developed with their pollinators, with particular
emphasis on the furry and feathered pollinators.

Pollen is demanding to produce

As there is always adequate carbon in nature, plants
can make carbohydrates in the form of very cheap
sugary nectar and in appropriate amounts to meet
the service costs of the more expensive pollinators
(Yellow Wattle birds, Pygmy possums etc). In
contrast to nectar, manufacturing of pollen demands
ample moisture and precious nitrogen, plentifully
available in tall forests and rainforests but limited in
low nitrogen environments such as dry coastal
heaths and grassy woodlands. In these areas, most
of their nitrogen is obtained through healthy symbiotic
relationships between fungi and plants.

Ingenuity conserves pollen and provides
a competitive edge

To conserve pollen plants have evolved cunning
protective processes and structures. For example the
Native Cranberry Astroloma humifusum and the
Bearded Heaths (Leucopogon spp.) flowers possess
rings of hair at the throat of their flora tubes which
limits their nectary accessibility to finely beaked birds,
long tongued insects or very small insects. Curiously
many highly floriferous shrubs, often in close
proximity (such Tea trees, Correas etc) have
developed other conservation methods. Undetected
by their pollinators, each shrub may only produce
nectar in 20-30% of their receptive flowers. The
flowers with barren nectaries frustrate the insects by
displaying all the same attractions as the nectar
laden flowers. These plants possess an uncanny
ability to still engage the pollinator’s interest, whilst

maintaining just enough full nectaries. Research has
revealed that in our Common Heath Epacris
impressa the potential volume of conserved nectar in
their deep nectaries varies from 0.1 – 0.2 millilitres
under harsh conditions to 2 – 3 millilitres in lush
conditions. To fill a kilogram jar of honey hard
working bees must fly up to three times extra
distance to visit enough nectar bearing flowers
(estimated at 1,000,000 flowers across 50,000km).
Individual bees work itself to death in 3 weeks
contributing only 2-3 mls of pure honey in its life time.

Another method used by plants to gain a competitive
edge is the clever use of darker coloured flowers and
early morning peak nectar flows. By absorbing the
sun’s warmth an alluring sweet scent attracts early
flying pollinators. Examples include the brilliant red
flowers of the Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata)
and the warm autumn tones of Bush Pea flower
Bossiaea cinerea.

Pollination by the birds

The honeyeaters are the largest family of birds in
Australia with a staggering 80% of all bird species in
forest communities belonging to this diverse family.
Records indicate that over 100 species of Australian
honeyeaters frequent well over 1000 indigenous
species, with many developing close mutual relations
with indigenous flora. The flora benefits significantly
from pollination and seed dispersal. Unlike the
numerous 1:1 bird:plant relationships formed
between their overseas counterparts, Australian
Honeyeaters have no true 1:1 relationships although
there are some which are very close (such as that
between Swift Parrots and Blue Gums).

Honeyeaters have unique features

Our honeyeaters are much larger and more robust
than the overseas equivalents such as the very
energetic, but tiny, American humming birds or the
small, colourful South African sunbirds.
Unexpectedly, the largest of all the world’s
specialised nectar feeders is Tasmania’s Yellow
Wattle Bird (Anthochaera paradoxa) some 10 times
larger than the hummers or sun birds.1

With this substantial size and robustness, honey
eaters offer a superior pollination service relative to
the insect pollinators. They have the capacity to feed
and hence transfer pollen during wet periods or
remain active in adverse weather conditions including
hot, cold or windy conditions. They are also capable
of transferring larger pollen loads over longer
distances and can frequent many more flowers in a
working day than insects.

1 Low T. Our Sweet Country a Celebration Australian
Geographic Jan- Mar 2006 Edition


